[The significance of liver changes as the cause of death in kidney transplant patients (an analysis of 68 autopsy cases)].
An analysis of 68 autopsy cases from a total of 950 patients with renal transplantation in Berlin in 1970-1986 shows an average age at death of 39,6 years (15-56 years). The period between renal transplantation and death averaged 51,2 months (range: 1-912 months). Liver failure was the immediate cause of death in 30 cases. In 28 cases the liver disease was a secondary disease. The risk of dying from a liver disease rose with the interval between renal transplantation and death. 61-192 months after renal transplantation, liver disease was the cause of death in 70% of the deceased. Liver cirrhosis was observed in 24 patients (age 21-56 years) after a period from 24-192 months. In 1 case a liver carcinoma developed in a cirrhotic liver. 11 patients died in coma hepaticum, 29 patients had a chronic hepatitis. The findings are compared with clinical studies and individual autopsy reports and contrasted to causes of death in patients with chronic dialysis.